RATHGAR TENNIS AND BOWLING CLUB

CONSTITUTION

1. The name of the Club shall be Rathgar Tennis and Bowling Club, hereinafter called ‘The Club’. Its objects are to promote the game of lawn tennis and bowling and provide facilities therefore and for ordinary social intercourse between the members of the club.

 2. The business and affairs of the Club shall be under the management of a committee elected for a period of one year by the general body of members and subject to annual re-election. The Committee shall consist of President, 3 Vice Presidents, Joint Treasurers, Joint Secretaries and a maximum of 7 other members (total 15).

3. The Committee is empowered to borrow money on behalf of the Club.

4. The funds of the Club shall be lodged in bank account(s) in a bank decided by the committee in the name of Rathgar Tennis and Bowling Club.

5. Requisitions for the withdrawal of the funds from the Club’s banking accounts shall be signed by one joint Treasurer and one other signatory as designated by the Committee.

6. The President shall preside at all meetings. In the absence of the President, a Vice President or such member as the Committee shall determine shall preside at the meetings.

7a. The decision of the Committee shall be the decision of the majority of those present and the President, of in the absence of the President his/her deputy, shall have an extra casting vote.

7b. Not less than 10 and not more than 15 shall be members of the Committee and a quorum shall be 5.

7c. The Committee shall have power to co-opt members to the Committee in the event of vacancies arising during the year.

8a. The Annual General Meeting of the Club shall be held no later than the 30th November in each year, and the Committee shall post notice of the A.G.M. in the clubhouse at least 28 days prior to the meeting. Any proposal to appear on the agenda for the meeting must be received in writing by the Hon.Secretary 14 days before the date of the meeting.

8b. Notice of the agenda of the meeting shall be posted at the clubhouse 7 days prior to the meeting.

8c. Nominations for election to the Committee shall be submitted in writing to the Hon. Secretary 14 days before the date of the A.G.M.

9. The following business shall be transacted at the Annual General Meeting;

a. Minutes of the last general meeting and of any extraordinary meetings held during the year shall be read.

b. The reports of the Hon.Secretary and Hon. Treasurer shall be read.
c. Election of Committee

d. Election of Hon.Auditor who shall not necessarily be a member of the club

e. Motions of which written notice shall have been given to the Hon.Secretary.

The President, or in his/her absence his/her deputy, shall be Chairman of the meeting and shall have an extra casting vote.

10. Fifteen members shall form a quorum at the A.G.M. All matters shall be decided by a majority of those present. The President or his/her deputy shall have an extra casting vote.

11a. Membership of the Club shall consist of the following categories;

A. Tennis member – Adult and Family

B. Joint tennis/bowling member

C. Bowling member

D. Student and junior member

E. Honorary life member

F. Such other class or classes as the Committee may from time to time decide.

11b. Only fully paid up category ‘A’ members and category ‘B’ members shall have a right to vote at Annual General Meetings and Extraordinary General Meetings.

12. Correct accounts and books shall be kept showing the financial affairs and receipts and disbursements of the Club. The accounts of the Club shall close on the 30th September of each year and the Hon.Treasurer’s accounts of the Club’s finances submitted to the Annual General Meeting shall be audited. The audited accounts must be submitted to the Committee prior to Annual General Meeting

13a. An extraordinary general meeting of the Club shall be convened by the Hon.Secretary on the direction of the Committee or on receipt of a requisition signed by thirty fully paid up members calling for such a meeting.

13b.Within ten clear days of the direction of the Committee, or on the receipt of such requisition the Hon.Secretary shall convene an extraordinary general meeting, to be held within seven clear days of notice to the members.
13c. Notice shall be posted at the clubhouse setting out the time, place and purpose of the meeting. Only business for which the meeting has been convened shall be transacted at the extraordinary general meeting.

13d. Fifteen members shall form a quorum at the extraordinary general meeting, and if a quorum is not present within ten minutes of the time the meeting was scheduled to begin, the meeting shall stand abandoned.

13e.Only officers of the club or fully paid up category ‘A’ and ‘B’ members shall be entitled to vote at the extraordinary general meeting and proposal shall be passed at such meeting by simple majority.

14. The constitution of the Club shall not be altered save by a two thirds majority at an annual general meeting or an extraordinary general meeting, convened for that purpose.

15. The subscription payable shall be decided annually by the Committee.

16. All subscriptions shall be paid on or before the 1st May in each year save year one, to the Hon.Treasurer of the Club. Any member failing to observe this rule shall not be eligible to play tennis and/or bowling until his or her subscription has been paid. New members shall not be eligible to play tennis and/or bowling until his or her subscription has been paid. A fine shall be collected on the subscription after this date, save in year one. If any subscription remains unpaid by 30th May the defaulter shall cease to be a member unless excused to the satisfaction of the Committee.

17a.Every application for admission to the club shall be made on the form provided for the purpose. The application form shall be signed by the candidate’s proposer and seconder, both of whom shall be full members.

17b. All new members shall be approved by the Committee.

18a. The Committee shall draw up rules to be known as ‘The Rules of the Club’, which shall govern the use of facilities and conduct of members.
18b. The Committee shall have the power to appoint sub-committees to manage the various activities of the Club. In all its activities, each sub-committee shall be subject to the direction and control of the Committee. The chairperson of each sub-committee shall represent the sub-committee at meetings of the Committee. 

19. A list of the officers, members, and of the Committee and sub-committees shall be available upon request from the Hon.Secretary.

20. The Committee shall be empowered to remove from the Committee any members who, by his or her continued absence from meetings, or by otherwise displaying a lack of interest in the affairs of the Club shall in their opinion cease to be of service to the Club, provided that the motion of expulsion be supported by the majority of the Committee.

21a. Dissolution of the Club may take place by a resolution passed by seventy five per cent of the members present at a properly convened Special General Meeting called for this purpose.

21b. Upon dissolution, all property will be sold, all debts and liabilities discharged, and the balance decided by the majority of members present.

22a. The Committee shall appoint Trustees of the Club for the purpose of acquiring and holding property for and on behalf of the Club and such Trustees shall have the power, subject to the approval of two thirds majority of the full Committee, to purchase and sell property both real and personal, to enter into contracts and commitments, and to complete any necessary deeds and documents for the purpose of the acquisition  and holding or the disposal or leasing of any property whether real or personal for and on behalf of the club and ratified by a two thirds majority at an Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting called for the purpose relating to property real. The number of such Trustees shall not exceed twelve at any one time and the appointment, removal or replacement of such Trustees or any of them shall be made by the Committee from time to time.
A Trustee may relinquish office as a Trustee by giving to the Hon. Secretary fourteen days notice in writing of his or her intention to do so. The Trustees may be members of the Committee or ordinary members of the Club. All property belonging to or acquired by the Club shall vest in the Trustees for the time being, and the Trustees shall be the persons to sue or be sued on behalf of the Club, but no Trustee shall be personally liable for any debt, loss, deficiency, damages or costs for which the Club shall be or shall become liable in any manner whatsoever. The Trustees shall have power, subject to the aforementioned approval of the Committee, to mortgage, or charge any property of the Club whether real or personal, with any sum or sums of money advanced to the Club or the Trustees on its behalf, and any such mortgage or charge shall fully and effectively bind the Club.

23. The Committee shall have the power to appoint a Club captain annually.

24. Rathgar Tennis and Bowling Club is fully committed to safeguarding the

well-being of it's members. Every individual in the club should, at all

times, show respect and understanding for their rights, safety and

welfare, and conduct themselves in a way that reflects the principles of the club and the guidelines contained in the Code of Ethics and Good Practice for Childrens' Sport in Ireland’
